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Blrdlng with John
I write articles for my model railroad club using Travels with

John describing trips, model railroad layouts, events, etc. that I have
attended. So, I thought I would do the same here for the newsletter.

First, let’s thank Janet for her commitment to the club, her great
adventures, and of course her leadership. The club cannot exist with-
out this leadership; and I hope to fill her shoes, as they say, with my
much bigger feet.

To start, let’s review what is happening for those who did not
make it to the last meeting. I had great plans to represent the club at
the international convention of combined Thunderbird Clubs this year
here in Grapevine. As many of you may know, our church is sponsor-
ing a tour about the travels of St. John through Greece and Turkey in
September at the same time as our convention. I studied ancient Greek
and Roman architecture in college some 55 years ago and always
wanted to go see these great ruins. A few years ago we got to tour Ita-
ly from Venice to southern Italy and saw some great sites and the most
beautiful churches. As an Architecture student I marveled at the
craftsmanship of these great structures for the time period they were
built and cannot pass up the opportunity to see the great predecessor
designs of Greece, let alone the history behind such a tour. It is unfor-
tunate that it occurs at the same time as our convention, but you can
guess what wins out. I fully trust in the leadership and guidance of our
Vice President, Brad Kershaw, to lead us there. I try to monitor all the
meetings and Zooms by Brian Carron, who is doing a great job organ-
izing this. At the end of this tour we will take a couple days to fly to
Egypt and see the pyramids and Cairo. Another architectural wonder.

I will make our trip to Canada in August. If you have not signed
up, please do, there may be spaces available, although the accommo-
dations may not be priced as they were at the beginning. Several of us
plan to arrive in Boston a day early and take a walking tour of the his-
toric sites and, of course, Old Ironside. Being a former Navy guy (sad
story there) I have to see the USS Constitution. I have not been to
Boston since I was about 5, and I have no memory of it; so it will be
all new to me. Thanks again to Janet for setting all this up. She has
done a great job of this in the past and I am sure this will equal those
endeavors.
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Now, on to new stuff. As you know our next meeting is in Burleson at Antonios Mexi-
can Restaurant. Few restaurants have separate meeting rooms but Antonios has a very nice
one. I guess it’s fortuitous that my first full meeting is in my backyard but I invite you all to
attend. Don’t forget that this meeting is a week earlier than normal because of the Easter Holi-
day weekend on our normal meeting Saturday. After our lunch, I invite you to attend the real
downtown of Burleson. We have several blocks of great shops and restaurants. I encourage
you to check out the little ice cream store opened last year and have some New Zealand ice
cream. I don’t know what is special about it other than it tastes damn good. We enjoy it be-
cause it reminds us of our daughter who lives in Christchurch, New Zealand. We also enjoy
Texas Brewing Company. It’s a lot of fun to sit in the open air of the street on a Sunday after-
noon and enjoy one of their great burgers or some nachos. On Friday nights in June there is
an open air band at the stage in front of City Hall that is free with a great culminating fourth
event of concert and fireworks in the City Athletic Complex. Down the street from the Brew-
ing company is a new restaurant called Station 330 after the old train station in Burleson. It
has a railroad theme that inspires me. I was to build a small layout for them as they were
building it but those plans got dismissed. Still nice to sit inside or out and enjoy great marga-
ritas.

I know it is early to think about scheduling for 2026, but I have discussed a possible
road trip next year and it has been suggested that we look at a Route 66 trip. 2026 is the 100™
anniversary of this great highway. I have done a little research and have picked a few points
of interest, mostly in Arizona, but a few in New Mexico and Texas, too. I think the best time
for such a trip is in May or early June when the air is cooler and the spring flowers are out in
the desert. A week or 10 day trip would be a lot of fun. Just think about it for now but it takes
nearly a year of planning and reservations to be successful, so we cannot delay if the group is
interested.

As to the upcoming meetings, check the calendar in the newsletter, plan your attend-
ance, and we will see you there. Also, don’t forget, we need lots of volunteers for the upcom-
ing International Convention in September, so please see what times and events you can com-
mit to; and see Brad to sign up. This is a great opportunity to show off our great place and a
great opportunity to enjoy the company of others from around the world.







